Will masks be required to be worn in arenas?
A – Yes, Coaches, players and parents are required to follow the bylaw and wear face coverings in facilities prior to on-ice participation.
Coaches and team staff must wear cloth masks where physical distancing is not possible, such as in the dressing room or on the bench.  Players will not be required to wear a mask on the ice.
 
What do I do if my child tests positive for COVID-19?
A – Keep your child home and out of the hockey environment. It is also important to communicate with your physician and public health authority, ensuring you follow the steps identified.  Public Health will indicate when you can return to hockey.
 
What if a parent/family member tests positive for COVID-19? What protocols do we follow?
A – If a parent or family member tests positive for COVID–19, the player and their family will need to stay out of the hockey environment. They should contact their physician and public health authority for instructions. The player will need a note from their physician or public health authority to return to play.
 
If someone on my child’s team tests positive for COVID-19, will the team be allowed to continue to play hockey?
A – If someone on your child’s team tests positive, public health authority guidelines will determine contact tracing and isolation requirements. It is possible, therefore, that one diagnosis on a team could lead to that team being required to pause hockey activities until the public health authorities determine it is safe to return
 
What if my child is sick but does not have COVID-19?
A – Keep your child home and out of the hockey environment.  The player should follow up with their physician or public health if symptoms persist or worsen and will not be able to return to hockey until they are symptom free for 24 hours or symptoms are improving.

What should I do if my child is exhibiting signs of COVID-19 but has not been tested?
A - The player should remain out of the hockey environment and follow the screening tool as indicated by the Ontario Ministry of Health:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid19-cms-assets/2020-10/COVID-19 school and child care screening tool.pdf
If the player was not well enough to attend school according to the screening checklist then the player should NOT attend their hockey session.

What if a player, participant or coach feels ill while on the ice?

A - If a player/participant begins to feel unwell, they are required to advise a coach/senior member of the team or safety person immediately. The individual caring for the unwell player/participant is to immediately perform proper hand hygiene and put on a mask. The unwell individual is then to receive a mask to wear, as well as any persons directly caring for the unwell player/participant and be directed 2 metres or more from others. Parents or adult guardians are to leave the facility immediately with the unwell player/participant (or the individual is to drive themselves home if well enough to drive and properly licensed). If the player/participant is unable to immediately leave the facility, a location they can isolate 2 metres or more from others will be identified and they will remain there until safe transportation has arrived. Cleaning and disinfecting of all equipment and surfaces that may have come into contact with the symptomatic player/participant will be done by the facility staff.
The player/participant should contact public health or their family physician for further direction and will be required to remain out of the hockey environment until given the go ahead to come back by public health or their family physician. 
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Provided the Rapid Response Plan is followed, there is no need to cancel or post-pone the activity/session in the even an individual becomes sick. Each cohort will be maintaining appropriate tracing records should GBMHA be required to assist public health officials if the sick individual later tests positive for COVID-19. 

This resource page is for our membership as we begin our Return to Hockey for the 2020-21 season. It will be continually updated with new information as it becomes available.
https://www.omha.net/covid-19#2
Please refer to the City of Hamilton’s Public Health webpage for further information and details on COVID-19 symptoms, testing and general information.
https://www.hamilton.ca/coronavirus
